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e ﬁ'hemal electric powexrgenerally ref_e:s to electric energy
T produced by a turbine and generator using thermal- fuela ~Thermal
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= steam;-and industrial or residential waste products.
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" DESCRIPTION

SB. 928 would add the following provision £o the definition of

"thermal powerplant":

"Thermal powerplant” does mot include any wind,
hydroelectric, or solar pho’tovol (sicy electrical

generating T acility.”
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e ' | COMMENTS

1. 58978 was’ Ixtrodiced- By £HE-&Hthor to clarify existing-law

and to give amrances to businesses engaged 4in Tenewablé energy

deyelopment, chh as wind, hydro and solar energy developers,
' that—they will nét be sub:}ect to regulatory burdens associated

with CEC slting jurisidictim.
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BILL SUMMARY

This b111 would revise the definition of {hermal power plant in existing Taw
to clarify that wind, hvdroelectric, and solar photovoltaic electrical
generating faciifities are not thermal power plants.

SUMFARY OF COMMENTS

This bi11 would clarify existing law by exempting electrical generating
facilities which are not thermally powered from the CEC's siting authority.
CEC staff indicate that this bii1 would have no fiscal or programmatic impact
on the Commission’'s existing programs.

FISCAL SUMMARY--STATE LEVEL

S0 (Fiscal Impact by Fiscal Year)
Code/Department LA {Dollars 1n Thousands)
Agency or Revenue €o Code
Type RY FC 1986-87 FC 1987-88 FC 1988-89 Fund
3360/CEC SO NO FISCAL IMPACT

Impact on State App:.opriations Limit--No.

ANALYSIS
2. Specific Findings

Under existing law, the CEC is responsible for siting thermal power plants
that are 50 megawatts or greater. Thermal generaticn fuels includs gas,
0il, nuclear, coal, geothermal steam, and industrial .or residential was’’
products. Currently, electrical generating facilities which are not
thermally powered are exempt from the CEC's siting authority.

This bill would revise the definition of thermal power plant to
specifically exclude any wind, hydroelectric, or solar photovoltaic
electrical generating facility. Since the CEC does not include these
types of facilities within the definition of thermal power plant for
siting purposes, the author's intent is to clarify existing law and assure
renewable energy developers (wind, hydro, and solar) that they will not be
subject to the CEC siting jurisdiction.

B. Fiscal Analysis

CEC staff indicate that this bi11 would have no fiscal or programmatic
impact on the Commissicn's existing programs.
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